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The Chicago Architecture Foundation asked 3 teams of architects to create 

a site-specific design to imagine the design possibilities of 3 Chicago-area 

planning initiatives.  Joe Valerio and Linda Searl chose the Metropolis 

2020 plan and the suburb of Berkeley as their site. The design creates an 

interface between all transportation systems by linking Wolf Road to I-290, 

and relocating the current Metra station to a new intermodal interchange 

at Wolf Road.  This facility includes incubator offices, retail spaces and 

parking.  The entire development is covered with a translucent canopy that 

traps the sun’s energy and funnels heated air up towards a solar tower, 

powering the facility
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